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Transition Networks Expands Industrial Switch and Media Converter Line 

With Managed Switches for Industrial Ethernet
Company Also Adds Enhancements to Portfolio of 

Unmanaged Industrial Switches and Media Converters
Minneapolis, MN — April 17, 2007 — Transition Networks Inc., the conversion technology and switching expert, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Communications Systems, Inc., today announced the introduction of its new, SNMP-managed switches designed for industrial Ethernet applications.  In addition, Transition Networks is also announcing a number of feature and model enhancements to their portfolio of unmanaged industrial switches and media converters.  Both the managed and unmanaged ruggedized devices are designed to reliably operate in harsh networking environments found on factory floors, outdoor enclosures or other hazardous environments and are backed by an unsurpassed lifetime warranty.
"As the proliferation of Ethernet-based networking continues to expand into remote or mission-critical hazardous locations, the ability to remotely manage these devices takes on increased importance," said Bill Schultz, vice president of marketing at Transition Networks.  "The addition of SNMP-managed industrial-grade switches helps Transition Networks continue to offer our customers increased flexibility in solving their end-to-end networking challenges.” 
Managed Industrial Switch Product Features
The 8-port managed industrial switch series delivers superior management features via SNMP management for secure configuration and monitoring, including SNMP and SMTP email trap support.  Network traffic can be optimized and managed via port-based bandwidth allocation, port-based VLAN, 802.1Q VLAN tagging, IGMP snooping with query mode, 802.1p 4-level priority queuing, port trunking, port mirroring and packet filtering.  Additional managed features include DHCP client support, SNTP clock synchronization, TFTP firmware update with system configuration restore and backup functions.
Critical communication needs are protected with the various redundancy features incorporated into these managed switches allowing for increased reliability and system uptime.  Redundant path communication is protected via redundant ring switching technology with switching times of less than 300 milliseconds as well as supporting spanning tree (STP) and rapid spanning tree (RSTP).  
(more)

To complement the redundant ring technology, the switches include coupling ring support for connecting multiple redundant rings in a network as well as dual homing support to ensure continuous connectivity to the core switches in the network.  Redundant, auto-sensing, dual power supply inputs supporting 12-48vdc provide instant fail over support in the event of a failure of a main power supply with both SNMP trap and relay contact closure notification.  
Each switch has a rugged metal enclosure which carries an IP31 rating.  DIN rail bracket mounting and wall mount brackets are also included with each model.  
Unmanaged Industrial Media Converters and Switches Product Features
Transition Networks has recently completed an enhancement to its unmanaged Industrial Media Converter and Switch product lines.  Enhancements include:

· New port configurations resulting in new models to better align with industry needs 

· New ruggedized enclosure and relocation of the power inputs to the bottom of each device for an improved ingress protection rating of IP31

· Addition of switch selectable converter mode or switch mode for the industrial media converter models offering increased installation flexibility for multiple applications

· DIN rail and wall mount brackets included - no need for ordering additional line items
The new enhanced models will be fully compatible with the previous industrial models and will continue to carry Transition's unique lifetime warranty.  In addition to feature enhancement, Transition's new unmanaged industrial product line also includes a revised, industry-competitive pricing structure with list prices starting at $265.00.

Product Availability and Configuration 
Transition’s new industrial-hardened media converters and switches are available immediately and in the following configurations, with both multimode and single mode fiber port options:

	Product
	Description

	SISTM10xx-162-LR(T)
	Managed Industrial Switch, (6) 10/100Base-TX to (2) 100 Base-FX

	SISTM10xx-180-LR(T)
	Managed Industrial Switch, (8) 10/100Base-TX

	SISTF10xx-111-LR(T)
	Unmanaged Industrial Media Converter, (1) 10/100Base-TX to (1) 100 Base-FX

	SISTF10xx-141-LR(T)
	Unmanaged Industrial Media Converter, (4) 10/100Base-TX to (1) 100 Base-FX

	SISTF1010-150-LR(T)
	Unmanaged Industrial Switch, (5) 10/100Base-TX

	SISTF1010-180-LR(T)
	Unmanaged Industrial Switch, (8) 10/100Base-TX


Please contact Transition Networks at (800) 526-9267or visit www.transition.com for the latest information.

About Transition Networks Products

Transition Networks’ conversion products are known for their ruggedness and reliability.  They have a 99.4 percent customer acceptance rating, meaning that approximately one in 1,000 experience failure in the field.  All Transition Networks brand of media converters carry a lifetime warranty.  
(more)
About Transition Networks Inc.
Transition Networks Inc. offers networking connectivity solutions that make networks perform better, faster and more reliably while helping companies leverage their existing networking infrastructure.  The company’s Transition Networks brand of media converters make conversion between disparate media types possible, providing conversion technology solutions that offer the necessary adaptations without affecting the performance, nature or appearance of the network.  Its complete Milan portfolio of multilayer switching and wireless products are designed to facilitate low-cost network evolution with unique solutions, easing the stress on networks caused by high-bandwidth applications.  Based in Minneapolis, Transition Networks distributes hardware-based connectivity solutions exclusively through a network of resellers in 50 countries, including Ingram Micro and Tech Data. Transition Networks is a wholly owned subsidiary of Communications Systems, Inc., a publicly traded company (AMEX: JCS).
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Statements regarding the Company's anticipated performance in 2007 are forward-looking and involve risks and uncertainties, including but not limited to: competitive products and other factors discussed from time to time in the Company's filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 
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